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Celebrate 100 Years of Hester Park 

   Join your neighbors to celebrate the 100
th

 

anniversary of Hester Park on Sunday, 

September 19
th

 between 3 and 6 p.m.  Watch the 

Vikings kick some butt at noon and then come 

out and enjoy a picnic supper and socializing. 

See the flyer insert for full details. 
 

 

Neighborhood Street Signs are Coming 

 

   The Lake George Neighborhood has them.  The 

Southside-University Neighborhood has them. And soon 

the Seberger-Roosevelt, Northeast-Wilson Park and 

Northside-Hester Park Neighborhoods will have them too: 

neighborhood identification signs. 

   Funding for the street signs came from a Bremer grant 

that the St. Cloud Neighborhood Coalition (of which we 

are one of seven member neighborhoods) received this 

year. One of the goals in the grant application included 

promoting increased neighborhood identification and 

cohesiveness, and the brown and white neighborhood 

street signs are considered one way to increase 

neighborhood awareness. 

   Project leader, Kaye Schimnich, and the steering 

committee members have worked closely with St. Cloud’s 

Department of Traffic System Services on the design and 

location of our signs. East/west boundaries for the 

Northside-Hester Park Neighborhood are the Mississippi 

River and 9
th

 Avenue North.  North/south boundaries are 

the Sauk Rapids Bridge and the railroad tracks just south 

of Mathew Hall Lumber. Most of our signs will be placed 

along those boundaries or within a block or two of 

entering the neighborhood. Intersections with signal lights 

will not be used because the signs cannot be placed on 

semaphores and it would be costly to install separate 

signposts at those intersections which are already “busy” 

with signage. Our neighborhood signs will be installed 

this fall.  

  

 
This is similar to how our neighborhood signs will look 

 

 

The Beaver Island Trail is Expanding North 

 

   In the summer of 2008 the Northside-Hester Park River 

Walk subcommittee met amongst themselves and then 

with the director of the St. Cloud Parks Department and 

the architect who was working on the initial proposal for 

the extension of the Beaver Island Trail between the Civic 

Center and Hester Park. They obtained information about 

the proposal, asked questions, and offered input about 

completing the project in an aesthetically pleasing and 

environmentally friendly way. 

   Since then, members of our neighborhood have been 

part of the St. Cloud Urban Area Mississippi River 

Corridor Plan, a regional effort to develop a 

comprehensive plan that will include a greenway concept 

to connect sites and cities. The Trail extension is just part 

of that plan. The planning group met twice this August. 

Scot Zlotnik, St. Cloud Parks Department, said that once 

the broader planning has taken shape neighbors will have 

another chance for input. Contact Dave Laliberte (251-

0019) or Sonja Berg (253-5437) for further information. 

 

 



Fourth of July Fundraising Success 

 

   It was several years ago that neighbor Greg Reigstad 

off-handedly commented that we should sell root beer 

floats in Hester Park on the 4
th

 of July. That idea 

blossomed into reality this year. Both the Northside-

Hester Park Neighborhood and the Northeast-Wilson Park 

Neighborhood sold root beer floats and glow sticks on our 

respective sides of the river. We shared ideas in the 

planning process and ordered glow sticks in bulk to split 

between the neighborhoods. 

   Led by Steve Lanz, along with his right-hand man, 9-

year old grandson Max, our first July 4
th

 fundraiser was a 

big success! About 35 neighbors volunteered for 1-2 hour 

shifts, with some shifts definitely busier than others. The 

teams served up 23 gallons of ice cream and 53 liters of 

root beer for a total of 350 root beer floats. The police 

officers patrolling the park that day got their floats at no 

charge. During the not-so-busy times neighbors had a 

chance to get to know each other better. Visitors had a 

chance to experience the friendliness of our residents 

while enjoying our beautiful park. And we made a profit 

of $1,066.86! 

   We want to offer special thanks to Bernicks Bottling 

and Coborns for their generous support. Thanks also go to 

neighbor Lorraine Duea who made and donated a frog 

quilt for a silent auction. 

   Money earned will be used for operating expenses, such 

as printing newsletters and flyers, and for neighborhood 

events and projects. The money counts toward fulfilling 

the matching grant requirement for the Initiative 

Foundation Grant we have received as seed money for our 

neighborhood organization. 

 

  
Our very first customers! 

    

 
Order Your Neighborhood T-Shirt Today! 

 

   Members of our Northside-Hester Park steering 

committee modeled our neighborhood t-shirts during our 

4
th

 of July fundraiser at Hester Park and began taking 

orders for them. 

   The sage green shirt with a line drawing of one of 

Hester Park’s granite bridges was described by one 

discerning neighbor as “understated and classy.” The 

winning design idea was submitted by Maddie Harris, a 

Cathedral High School student who used to live in the 

neighborhood. She was awarded $25, a free t-shirt and 

movie tickets. 

   Let’s see how many people can show up at Hester Park 

on Sunday, September 19
th

, for the 100
th

 birthday 

celebration wearing a neighborhood t-shirt! 

   Shirts are $15 and can be ordered by calling Pam (253-

8068) or Kaye (259-8737.)  Orders should be placed by 

September 7
th

 to ensure delivery before the celebration. 

Advance orders are preferred, but shirts will also be 

available on September 19
th

. For a color photo of the 

shirts, check out our page at  www.Northside-

HesterPark.WikiSpaces.org. A big thank you to project 

leader Pam Haugen for her work on this! 

 

 

 

Hester Park is Getting a Make-Over 

 

   Thanks to a group of dedicated north-side neighbors 

Hester Park is getting a facelift.  Project leader Joan 

Rydberg and fellow neighbors Ellen (Susie) Lies, Kevin 

Kelly, Kelly & Pam Haugen, Denise Gagner, Steve Lanz, 

David Mohs, Kaye Schimnich and Mark Rakke are 

among those who have donated well over 200 volunteer 

hours working to transform the park by raking, trimming 

and removing over 200 bags of yard waste. They have 

replaced overgrown shrubbery with beautiful perennials 

such as hostas, ferns, bleeding hearts, roses, irises and 

ornamental grasses along with some annuals for color. 

They have also removed dirt from around flower beds to 

reveal beautiful fieldstone first placed in the park in the 

1930’s during the WPA (Work Projects Administration) 

project. Doing this, they discovered that one of the flower 

beds was created in a heart shape. 

   Hester Park has historical as well as sentimental value 

for neighbors who enjoy it. “I feel the park reflects on the 

well-being of the neighborhood. A healthy park creates a 

healthy neighborhood and a healthy community,” Joan 

Rydberg said. “Excavating the rock gave me a sense of 

pride the men must have felt when they first built the 

park.” 

   Recently a Weeping Cherry tree was planted in a flower 

bed in memory of Marje Moore, who was active with the 

neighborhood before her death in February. Marje’s 

family has also donated other plants and flowers for the 

Memorial Bed. Additional plants and flowers for the park 

have been donated by Susie Lies, Pattison Farms, and 

various neighbors who have been approached by our 

“plant scavenger,” Kevin Kelly. 

http://www.northside-hesterpark.wikispaces.org/
http://www.northside-hesterpark.wikispaces.org/


 

 

 
Joan Rydberg, Ellen (Susie) Lies & Kevin Kelly pose in front of 

rejuvenated flower beds at Hester Park 

 

 

Meet the Woeste Family 

 

   John and Sarah Woeste live in a cozy rambler on 7
th

 

Avenue North with their four children. Katherine (Kate) 

is 9, Isaac is 8, Matthew is 5 and they just added baby 

Jacob who is one month old. John works at St. Cloud 

Hospital and Sarah is on leave from her job at Sacred 

Heart Church in Sauk Rapids. 

   John and Sarah both grew up on farms – Sarah in rural 

Sauk Centre near West Union and John near Long Prairie. 

They are both from families of five children and have 

large extended families. John went to college at St. John’s 

and Sarah went to St. Ben’s and they met during 

rehearsals for a European choir tour. They’ve been 

married for 11 years and they moved to St. Cloud when 

Sarah was hired as Director of Music and Liturgy at 

Sacred Heart. They bought their house on Halloween, 

2003. 

   John has worked at the Hospital for six years. He’s been 

a PCA and a unit coordinator and has been busy 

completing his nursing degree. He earned his degree and 

works as an RN in the Telemetry Unit since January of 

this year.  John thinks one of the best things about their 

house is that he can walk to work – and he can do it in 

less time than most of his coworkers can walk from their 

parking spots! 

   Sarah said they love the neighborhood feel of the 

Northside-Hester Park area. “There are lots of kids in our 

neighborhood. In fact, most days we have at least three  

 

 

 

 

extra kids at our house. By eight in the morning my kids 

are checking to see if their friends are up yet so they can 

get busy!” 

   Their 1950’s era home has a few features the kids 

especially enjoy – like the connecting closet between the 

girl’s and boys’ rooms. It makes a good fort to play in 

with their friends.  The kids all have bikes and keep busy 

with them and their buddies. “We need to get a baby bike 

carrier so we can get out together and Jacob can ride 

along,” Sarah said. Of course, during the winter sledding 

at Hester Park is everyone’s favorite activity. 

   The Woestes are also a camping family – although 

Sarah says they didn’t make it out this year because of the 

baby. “We usually tent camp, but we’re going to try a 

camping cabin at Lake Carlos in Alexandria soon,” she 

said. “We’ll see how it goes,” she laughed. “The baby and 

I may end up staying at my mother’s house!” 

   All three of the older kids attend St. Katharine Drexel 

School at Sacred Heart Parish. This year Matthew joins 

the big kids when he starts kindergarten. St. Katharine 

Drexel was canonized the same year that Kate was born. 

“We actually named her after St. Katharine, though we 

spelled the name a little differently,” said Sarah. “So now 

it’s pretty cool that she goes to the school named for her 

patron saint.” 

   Both Kate and Isaac also take piano lessons – of course, 

from their neighbor Kaye. Sarah said she has her 

grandmother’s piano. She didn’t find out until recently 

that her grandma had been a church music director many 

years ago. “I didn’t know that I was following in her 

footsteps, but it’s funny how things turn out!” 

 

 
The Woeste Family before and after baby Jacob 

 

 

 

 

 



The Walls are Crumbling Down 

 

   As Joan Rydberg has worked in the flower beds at 

Hester Park this summer she has reflected on the 

foresight, care, and sense of pride in accomplishment 

that our ancestors must have had when they built the 

granite walls and bridges in the park as part of the 

WPA (Works Progress Administration) back in the 

1930’s.  

   Some repair work was done in 1983, but anyone 

strolling through Hester Park today can see that the 

stonework of the WPA walls is deteriorating. Mortar 

between the granite stones in crumbling, chunks of 

mortar have broken off and granite stones are even 

missing in places. 

   The Northside-Hester Park Neighborhood had 

begun researching repair and funding options when 

Joan, a steering committee member, approached the 

administrators of the Water Treatment Facility 

(WTF) on our behalf about the possibility of assisting 

with this project. 

   The WTF has been a part of Hester Park since a 

water pumping station was located on the southeast 

side of the park in 1907. Staff members at the WTF 

have seen how hard neighbors have been working on 

beautifying the park and other neighborhood projects 

and they share our goals of quality and historical 

accuracy in maintaining what our forbearers worked 

so hard to provide for future generations to enjoy. 

Bids were obtained and work for the rehabilitation of 

the north bridge will take place in late summer/early 

fall of this year.  The hope is that work on the south 

bridge can be completed in 2011. 

  

The Northside-Hester Park Steering 

Committee meets on the first Thursday of 

every month at 7:30 in the basement of the 

South Building at Cathedral High School 

 

 Steering Committee Officers 

Chair:  Kaye Schimnich 259-8737 

Vice-Chair:  Michelle Johnson 260-2727 

Secretary:  John Augustin 654-9428 

Treasurer:  Kristi Laliberte 251-0019 

We welcome your questions or input 

 

For more information about what’s 

happening in our neighborhood visit us at 

our Wikispaces home page: 

 

www.Northside-HesterPark.Wikispaces.org 

 

    
  
Who Was Hester? (Part 2) 

   Charles & Hester Cronk Gilman lived in their big 

house on what is now the south end of Hester Park.  

Hester was a loving housewife and she and Charles 

had 14 children. She was a charter member of the 

Committee on Parks. 

   Charles, after whom the town of Gilman is named, 

was a leader in the lumber business, with 3 large 

mills east of Sauk Rapids. He served 4 terms in the 

State Legislature and was elected Lt. Governor for 

the state of Minnesota in 1879. 

   In the early 1890’s Hester started having medical 

problems, developing an infection in her kidneys. By 

late in the decade she was diagnosed with Bright’s 

Disease and suffered greatly over the next 12 years. 

She eventually became bedridden and she died March 

19, 1910 in her home with her family at her side. 

   Charles died in 1927. Hester & Charles are buried 

in the Benton County Cemetery in Sauk Rapids, 

where Hester’s mother and most of her siblings are 

also buried.  

   After Hester’s death Charles and other families 

donated land to be used as a city park and named 

Hester Park in honor of his wife. 

   Eventually the grand house stood vacant as the 

Gilmans’ adult children used it only as a vacation 

getaway. In time, the house became dilapidated with 

local children playing in and out of it and the city 

ordered it demolished. It was torn down in June, 

1945. A U.S. flag hung for decades on the site of the 

former house, but was removed during the water 

plant expansion. 

 

http://www.northside-hesterpark.wikispaces.org/

