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Pizza in the Park
Come and join your neighbors
for  an  end  of  the  summer
celebration  at  Hester  Park   on
Thursday,  September 1st,  from
5 to  7  p.m. Domino’s  will  be
selling pizza for $2.00 a slice or
$12.00  for  a  large  pizza.  The
neighborhood  group  will
provide  free  pop  and  water.
Bring a chair or a blanket to sit
on.  Meet  your  neighbors  and
catch up with old friends.

Town Hall Meeting in the Park
   Mayor Dave Kleis held a Town Hall
Meeting  at  Hester  Park  on  July  7th.
Several  neighborhood  residents
attended the meeting, which was quite
informative.  Mayor Kleis told us that
after  the  storms,  the  City  had  been
thinking  of  canceling  the  July  4th

celebrations in the parks because both
Hester  and  Wilson  had  so  much
damage.  Thanks to the hard work by
the City crews, they were able to have
both parks open and the party went on
as  planned.   He  also  shared  that  it
could be next spring before all  of the
tree stumps around the area are finally
cleaned up or removed.

Our New Park Sign Has Arrived
   After  our neighborhood added the
distinctive  street  signs  last  year  to
identify  the  “Hester  Park-Northside
Neighborhood”  area,  many  folks
noticed that the Hester Park sign near
the pool in the park didn’t measure up
very well compared to the new signs.
   Working  with  the  City  Parks
Department we were able to get a new
and improved sign made to replace the
old and worn out sign. The new sign is
much larger and nicer looking as well
as  being  made  of  weather-resistant
material that should hold up for a very
long time.  Our Neighborhood donated
$2,000  and  the  Park  Department
purchased and installed the new sign.
Check it out!



4th of July 2011 Hester Park Style 
   After a weekend of crisis, chaos, and
no  electricity,  Hester  Park  woke  to  a
beautiful day on July 4th. 
  It was an old-fashioned Minnesota
summer day – sunny, hot, and humid.
City crews had done an amazing job of
cleaning up the park to get ready for
the annual celebration. The power
outage caused water filtration
problems, meaning that the pool
couldn’t be open by the 4th.  However,
that, plus the remnants of the storm,
didn’t deter visitors from coming to
enjoy playing, picnics, and of course,
the fireworks!

   
Waiting for customers early in the day

   Our Neighborhood was ready for the
crowds.  A booth was set  up near the
pool  to  sell  ice  cold  water,  ice  cream
treats and glowsticks where we raised
almost  $600  for  neighborhood
improvements!  In  the  fall  we will  be
talking with the City about using part
of  the  funds  to  help  replace  some of
the beloved trees in the park that were
lost in the storm.
   A  huge  thank-you  goes  to  John
Marcon from Coborn’s Centennial for
the use of his freezers to keep our ice 
cream treats cold, Peggy Carlson for
her  beautiful  signs,  and  all  of  the
wonderful neighbors who pitched in to
work  and  make  this  day  a  huge
success!

People start setting up in the park to enjoy the day
   
Volunteers Needed
   We  are  always  in  need  of
volunteers  to  help  with  our
neighborhood  fundraisers  like  the
home tour in the spring and the 4th of
July sale in the park, working in the
gardens and the park and pitching in
with  our  spring  and  fall  clean-up
projects.  We  also  welcome  new
members  to  join  our  steering
committee.  We  meet  on  the  1st

Thursday  of  each  month  at  6:30  in
the  basement  of  Cathedral  High
School’s  south  building.  Come  to  a
meeting or  you can call  any one of
our  members  for  more  information
or  to  share  ideas.   See  below for  a
partial  list  of  members  and  their
contact information.
Joan Rydberg 253-8403
Pam & Kelly Haugen 253-8068
John Augustin 654-9428
Susie Lies 251-5194
Visit our neighborhood web page at
www.northside-hesterpark.wikispaces.org



How Does Our Garden Grow?
   The  gardens  in  Hester  Park  are
healthy and growing very well thanks
to  the  hard  work  of  many neighbors
who have volunteered their  time and
garden  tools  and  donated  plants  to
spruce up the spaces in the park.
   This  spring  a  tenacious  group  of
gardeners  dug  out  old  bushes  and
hauled away dirt and debris to create a
beautiful new flower bed north of the
North  Bridge  in  the  park.  They  also
continued  working  to  improve  the
existing  beds  by  adding  new  plants
and  following  up  to  keep  the  weeds
under control.

   Take a walk through these beautiful
spaces  and  enjoy  the  blooming
perennials and shrubs that continue to
look  better  each  year.   You  will
appreciate  the  many  hours  spent  to
make this such a wonderful space. You
might  even  see  a  wedding  party
stopping  to  take  some  pictures  with
the gardens as their background. There
are  many plans for  the  coming years
and  we’ll  be  putting  out  a  call  for
volunteers  again  when  spring  comes
around.

One of the smaller perennial beds

3rd Annual Home Tour Big Success
   We had our third annual Northside-
Hester Park Neighborhood Home Tour
on May 1st and it was a big success!  Six
generous  homeowners  opened  their
homes and shared their history as well
as  showcasing  the  work  they  have
done in restoring and caring for their
homes. 
   Despite  the  cold and wet  weather,
that day we sold 267 tickets and raised
$2,300.00.  Many  of  the  visitors  were
people  who  had  lived  in  the
neighborhood or even grown up in one
of the homes.
  Thanks to all of you who volunteered
as  hosts  and  hostesses  and  to  the
musicians and artists who shared their
talents  in  the  homes.  This  is  a  great
fund-raiser  for  our  neighborhood
group as well as a fun opportunity to
get to know our neighbors better.  

Swimming Season is Almost Over
   The  pool  at  Hester  Park  will  be
closing  on  August  21st.  Thanks  to
fundraising  efforts  our  neighborhood
group  was  able  to  donate  $1,000  to
keep the pool open for an extra week
despite the city’s funding restrictions.



Summer Storm Hits Hard
   Early in the evening on July 1st our
neighborhood got hit hard by a storm
that  caused  significant  damage.
Torrential  rain  and  hail  came  down
and  straight  line  winds  of  up  to  85
miles  an  hour  swept  through  taking
down  dozens  of  trees  and  damaging
hundreds of others.

Road Closed

   Luckily no one was hurt  but there
was  significant  property  damage
including roofs and cars that ended up
under huge trees that were pulled out
by  their  roots.   The  Fire  and  Police
Departments  closed  off  many  of  our
roads  that  were  blocked  by  downed
trees and power lines.  Power was out
to most of the neighborhood and into
downtown.   Many  homeowners  had
their power back within a few hours –
some  were  without  power  for  two
days or more.
   City crews and contractors were out
within hours of the storm to start the
clean-up work.  Xcel Energy crews got
to  work  and  spent  several  days
replacing downed wires  and poles  to
restore power.  The City opened up the
parking lot at Wilson School as a 

Most folks kept their sense of humor

compost site to allow people to bring
their  debris  and  tree  branches  at  no
cost  to  homeowners.   It  took  several
weeks for the huge piles to finally be
cleared, but saved people lots of time,
effort  and  money  getting  rid  of  the
damaged trees.
   Within hours of the storm neighbors
were out walking or biking around to
survey the damage and starting plans
to get back to normal.

Was there a vehicle in that garage?

Thank You, Thank You
   Thanks  to  all  of  you  volunteers
who  keep  our  group  running.
Whether  you worked on the spring
or  fall  clean-ups,  helped  clean  the
park after the storm, volunteered for
a  fundraiser,  worked  on  the
newsletter  or helped in the gardens
we appreciate ALL of you!! 


