
Feedback at Annual Gathering
 
By David Mohs, Seventh Avenue

Thank you to all residents who attended the
neighborhood’s annual gathering catered by
Mexican Village on November 4.

Participants offered a variety of suggestions and
comments. All neighbors are welcome to submit
additional feedback and prioritize topics at
www.HesterPark.org/feedback .

Comments received in November include:
• Start a “Neighbors Helping Neighbors” program

to handle yard revitalization projects for people
who want to improve, but are unable. It would
connect those willing to provide labor with those
in need. It could involve seeking gifts for plants to
be placed in the yards of requesting households.

• Move the hospital to the east side of the river.
• Intense usage of parking on 11th Street North

makes it difficult to get out of the alley.
• Address parking on 8th Avenue by hospital staff.
• The northern segment of 6th Avenue has a dead

end. There is a sudden drop in elevation into a
pond. For safety purposes, add a guard rail?

• Northbound traffic on 7th Avenue at 13th Street
North encounters a T intersection, which lacks T
intersection signage. Significant damage was
recently done when a car failed to turn.

• Keep Little Saint Academy, a great neighbor.
• New street lights are awesome. Thank you city.
• Welcome the governor's fishing opener.
• There is a fence north of the Wilson School

building along the alley. The fence is damaged.
Additionally, the fence blocks the visual line-of-
site where the alley intersects with 8th Avenue.

• Announce neighborhood events a week prior.
• In addition to Facebook, U.S. Mail, and email for

announcements, also consider text notifications.
• Consistently enforce ordinances, instead of when

the city receives complaints, e.g. parking.
• The hospital is rumored to be buying houses to

realign 13th Street into the emergency room.
• Build a shelter in Hester Park.
• Start a family festival.
• Deter graffiti at the 9th Avenue railroad bridge. 
• Deter graffiti on the Beaver Island Trail bridge.
• Construct the missing segment of sidewalk west

of 9th/10th Avenue from 2nd Street to the railroad.
• Though the city’s comprehensive plan has been

changed to reflect single-family housing in the
southern third of the neighborhood, this is only a
plan. Change the actual zoning map.

• Improve greenery and visual appeal of the
southwest corner of the neighborhood where
houses are in close proximity to the railroad.
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Upcoming Events
Mississippi RiverWalk Open House

Date: Wednesday 14 December
Time: 4:30-6:00 PM
Location: River’s Edge Convention Center

Monthly Steering Committee Meeting
Date: Thursday 5 January
Time: 5:30 PM
Location: Cathedral H.S., door #1

Monthly Steering Committee Meeting
Date: Thursday 2 February
Time: 5:30 PM
Location: Cathedral H.S., door #1

Monthly Steering Committee Meeting
Date: Thursday 2 March
Time: 5:30 PM
Location: Cathedral H.S., door #1

Hospital Moves 200 Employees
 
By Andra Johnson, CentraCare

More than 200 employees based at Saint Cloud
Hospital will be moved to the South Point location
on Clearwater Road by the end of the year. The
move is part of an effort to house similar services
under one roof as well lessen congestion at the Saint
Cloud Hospital campus.

Services that will be based at South Point include
administration, CentraCare Health Foundation,
medical alert services, and human resources.

Saint Cloud Hospital takes its responsibility of
being a good neighbor seriously, working with
employees to decrease off-site parking. If you have
questions or concerns, call Andra Johnson,
CentraCare Health Communications department, at
320-251-2700, extension 71386.

3rd Annual Ghost Tour 
 
By Seal Dwyer, Seventh Avenue

This year, Laurie Reed Smith's gorgeous Queen
Anne home joined our ghost tour! I hope you were
one of the hardy souls who joined us on a chilly and
blustery evening in late October, as Saint Cloud
residents from the past lead neighbors and others
through our beautiful and historic neighborhood.
Our neighborhood is the home of such amazing
history. It's a delight to share it every year. 

Three homes were open: Laurie's home, at the
corner of 6th Avenue and 3rd Street; Ellen (Susie)
Lies's home at the corner of Veterans Drive and 6th

Avenue; and, Seal and Brandon's home at the corner
of 7th Avenue and 6th Street. Characters waited at
each of the homes to share their stories of spooky
happenings in and around our neighborhood.

In addition to wonderful (true!) stories about the
darker moments of our history, savory treats were
served at Susie's and sweet treats were served at
Seal and Brandon's.

Our tour receives rave reviews from all who attend.
I personally enjoy sharing our spooky history (and
one of my childhood heroes: Jane Grey Swisshelm)
with friends and neighbors. 

We look forward to sharing new stories and more
treats with you next year!

Brownfields Assessment Grant
 
By Matt Glaesman, City of Saint Cloud

Saint Cloud was the recipient of a $400,000
Brownfields Assessment Grant from the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency. The program
provides funding to communities to identify,
prioritize, and conduct assessment activities on key
public and private redevelopment sites.

The railroad corridor and adjacent properties are
potential redevelopment locations. The Saint Cloud
Neighborhood Coalition is serving on the advisory
committee to select sites for use of the grant funds.
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Post-Fire: Restoring & Thriving
 
By Glenda Burgeson, Seventh Avenue and
      Kaye Schimnich, Seventh Avenue

After a major house fire, most homeowners need
some time to grieve the loss of prized possessions.
Not Chris Perrier. He learned to count his blessings.

On the morning of July 5, 2014, Chris arrived home
at 610 7th Avenue North to discover Saint Cloud
firefighters combing through the charred remains of
what had been his home since first grade.

Apparently, critters had chewed the wiring of the
outdoor back porch light, causing a fire that
destroyed much of the two-story frame house built
in 1893.

As the firefighters escorted him through the ruins to
assess the damage, he asked about the many X’s he
saw marked in chalk on the walls near doorways.

“We were looking for you,” the fire chief answered.

“I remember thinking, if someone was risking their
life to save me, a few things going up in smoke was
not the end of the world,” Chris says.

Since then, Chris has counted more blessings.
Although the fire destroyed the back of the house
and the attic, because the house was so well built,
he was able to save the structure and salvage much
of the original materials.

Another blessing is the neighborhood itself. “My
neighbors were pretty darn
nice,” he says.

Throughout the l eng thy
salvaging and restoration of
the house, neighbors from
blocks away would stop by to
inquire about the progress.

As a finishing touch, Chris
added a grand front porch,
accented with an eye-catching
red door. Now, he enjoys
sitting on the porch and
greeting the neighbors who
walk by.

Top-left to bottom-right: Photographs of Perrier house, pre-fire through post-restoration.
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Planning the RiverWalk
 
By Matt Glaesman, City of Saint Cloud

A proposed RiverWalk will extend Beaver Island
Trail from Cathedral High School through Hester
Park. The master planning process was kicked off in
late November with some focus groups. 

On Wednesday, December 14, an open house will
be held from 4:30 to 6:00 PM in the River’s Edge
Convention Center. There will be public meetings
and open houses throughout the process. Interested
parties should visit the Mississippi Partners website:
www.MississippiPartners.org

More Events to be Announced
Desire to receive email notices about neighborhood
events? Sign-up online.            www.HesterPark.org

Have Facebook? Hester Park is also there.

Discussion with City Officials
 
By Kathy Kirchoff, Centennial Neighborhood and
      Lynn Hoese, Centennial Neighborhood

On Saturday, November 19, a group of more than
80 concern citizens met with Mayor Dave Kleis,
Police Chief Blair Anderson, City Attorney Matt
Staehling, and City Council President Jeff Goerger

A sample problem property discussed was a house
south of the Saint Cloud Technical and Community
College that was raided in November. There had
been constant traffic at this house and much
suspicious behavior.

Chief Anderson encouraged residents to call 911 to
document suspicious activity.

Discussion included a desire for legislation that
would treat contract-for-deed properties as rental
properties, which would bring a greater amount of
accountability.
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